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Why I Am Fully Affirming 

I am a straight, married man, a Christian pastor and biblical scholar, who once held a conservative view 

of sexuality and marriage. Why am I now fully affirming of LGBTQ+ people and supportive of equal 

marriage? There are four basic reasons. See the next page for some background and further resources. 

1) I know lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, and their experience persuades me that 

their sexuality is not a flaw in their humanity or a barrier to their acceptance by God. Yes, there are 

LGBTQ+ people who are sexually promiscuous or unfaithful, or who exploit others sexually or commit 

sexual violence. But there are many more cisgender, heterosexual people who do these harmful things. 

These are not “homosexual” sins; they are human sexual sins. By contrast, I have witnessed the simple 

humanity of LGBTQ+ people and the deep faith of many LGBTQ+ Christians, with whom I share the 

same Spirit of Christ. Recognizing the work of God’s Spirit in people’s lives and then having this 

overturn established perspectives, even when this seems to be “unbiblical,” is in fact a profoundly 

Christian way of discerning God’s will. 

2) Human sexuality is much more complex than a simple binary or individual choice. Those of us 

who have grown up influenced by western European cultures tend to think of sexuality in binary terms: 

people are either male or female, boy or girl, man or woman, and should aspire to be masculine or 

feminine accordingly. We also tend to think of sexuality in terms of individual choice, neglecting the 

many biological, environmental, and social factors that shape every aspect of our sexuality. However, the 

last half-century of scientific and social scientific research has demonstrated that human sexuality is more 

complex than this in all its dimensions, including biological sex, sexual orientation, sexual behaviour, 

gender identity, and gender expression. These do not represent binaries but perhaps “weighted spectrums” 

with the majority clustered around two poles and much variation between and around them. Also, while 

sexual orientation can be fluid it is not typically experienced as a choice and can only rarely be changed.  

3) The Bible does not directly speak to questions around sexual orientation and same-sex marriage. 

In fact, when viewed through the lens of Jesus’ life and teaching, the Bible can be read in support of 

a fully affirming view, even a rather radical view of sexuality and marriage. The seven biblical texts 

that directly speak of “homosexuality” a) denounce male same-sex acts, not female same-sex acts and not 

same-sex orientation; b) describe specific, harmful male same-sex acts, not all male same-sex acts and not 

same-sex acts within a loving relationship; and c) are given to support a form of patriarchy which Jesus 

subverts. This was a “procreative patriarchy” centred on free men and their households (wives, children, 

slaves, and other property). Jesus deconstructed this pervasive view of sexuality, marriage, and society. 

Jesus rejected the easy divorce available to men in his time out of concern for vulnerable women. He 

embraced children as the embodiment of the humility that characterizes God’s reign. In fact, Jesus de-

centred marriage and family: he called some to celibacy and was celibate himself; he used kinship 

language to describe his followers instead of his biological family; and he insisted that humanity was 

moving toward a future in which this procreative patriarchy would no longer be the norm. 

4) The Christian vision of human relationships is grounded in the way of love taught and modeled 

by Jesus. Jesus placed love at the centre of all human obligations and relationships: undivided devotion 

to God our Creator in response to God’s faithful devotion to us, expressed through humble compassion 

and steadfast care for one another and all creation. This love is our only true moral imperative. All 

relationships that aspire to this love should be affirmed and celebrated.  
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Some background and further resources: 

For a video presentation of my journey from holding a traditional view to becoming fully affirming, see 

https://youtu.be/5idNgUUvbYE. 

“Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender,” and “cisgender, heterosexual”: For helpful information about this terminology 

see the appropriate sections of the GLAAD Media Reference Guide (https://www.glaad.org/ reference/LGBTQ and 

https://www.glaad.org/reference/transgender). GLAAD recommends the acronym “LGBTQ” to refer to any who do not 

identify as cisgender and heterosexual. Other GLAAD recommendations are “LGBT” and “GLBT.” “LGBTQ+” and 

“GSRD” (gender/sexual/relationship diverse) are also used, as is the term “queer” (though some prefer to use “queer” to 

refer only to gender). 

“I have witnessed the simple humanity of LGBTQ+ people and the deep faith of many LGBTQ+ Christians”: Chances 

are good you know someone who is LGBTQ+. You may identify as LGBTQ+ yourself. Nevertheless, those you know 

might not be able to share with you their desires, fears, hopes, and faith, or you might not know how to share these 

things yourself. Here are some video interviews with LGBTQ+ Christians to help us hear these stories, or perhaps for 

you to hear your story through them: “Listening Church” (2015; https://youtu.be/mkX2fPkL614); and “Through My 

Eyes” (2015; https://youtu.be/QImNx1JA3BI). 

“Recognizing the work of God’s Spirit in people’s lives and then having this overturn established perspectives, even 

when this seems to be ‘unbiblical,’ is in fact a profoundly Christian way of discerning God’s will”: Follow the story of 

the full acceptance and inclusion of Gentiles as Gentiles (not converted Jews) in Acts 8-15. Peter’s “conversion” in Acts 

10 is key: “God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean” (Acts 10:28). Paul called this a 

“mystery,” something previously hidden but now revealed, something which has always been true but is only now 

realized as true (Rom 16:25-27; Eph 3:5-6). 

“The last half-century of scientific and social scientific research has demonstrated that human sexuality is more complex 

than this”: See, for example, the resources available at the American Psychological Association’s website 

(https://www.apa.org/topics/lgbt/index.html). See also the recommended books and online resources listed below. 

“The seven biblical texts that directly speak of ‘homosexuality’”: Gen 19:4-7; Jdg 19:22-23; Lev 18:22; 20:13; Rom 

1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9-10; 1 Tim 1:9-11. The translation of arsenokoitai as “homosexual” in English Bibles beginning in 

1946 is simply wrong, and has caused grievous harm to LGBTQ+ people. 

“Jesus deconstructed this pervasive [‘procreative patriarchy’] view of sexuality, marriage, and society”: For example, 

Matt 12:46-50; 19:1-15, 27-30; Luke 11:27-28; 20:27-36. See also 1 Cor 7:6-11, 25-31; Gal 3:28. Galatians 3:28 is key, 

quoting Genesis 1:27: “There is no longer ‘male and female’…in Christ.” 

“Jesus placed love at the centre of all human obligations and relationships”: One example: Mark 12:28-34. For more on 

this, see https://michaelpahl.com/2017/05/08/love-is-enough/. 

Some recommended books: Justin Lee, Torn (2012; usually the first book I recommend); James Brownson, Bible, 

Gender, Sexuality (2013); Matthew Vines, God and the Gay Christian (2014); David Gushee, Changing Our Mind (3rd 

ed. 2017); Karen Keen, Scripture, Ethics, and the Possibility of Same-Sex Relationships (2018); Brandan Robertson, The 

Gospel of Inclusion (2019); Megan DeFranza, Sex Difference in Christian Theology (2015; on intersexuality 

specifically); Austen Hartke, Transforming (2018; on transgender issues specifically); Greg & Lynn McDonald, 

Embracing the Journey (2019; for parents of LGBTQ+ children). 

Two online articles summarizing a view similar to my own: Luke Timothy Johnson, “Homosexuality & the Church” 

(2007; https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/homosexuality-church-0); Ted Grimsrud, “The Bible and Same-Sex 

Marriage” (2015; https://peacetheology.net/2015/01/20/the-bible-and-same-sex-marriage/). See also Rowan Williams’ 

essay developing an affirming, Christian theology of sexuality: “The Body’s Grace” (1989; 

https://www.abc.net.au/religion/the-bodys-grace/10101214). 

Other resources: “Queer Grace: An Online Encyclopedia for LGBTQ and Christian Life” (http://queergrace.com/); “The 

Reformation Project: Advancing LGBTQ Inclusion in the Church” (https://reformationproject.org/). 
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